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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 61.30 

§ 61.27 Application for renewal or clo-
sure. 

(a) Any expiration date on a license 
applies only to the above ground ac-
tivities and to the authority to dispose 
of waste. Failure to renew the license 
shall not relieve the licensee of respon-
sibility for carrying out site closure, 
postclosure observation and transfer of 
the license to the site owner. An appli-
cation for renewal or an application for 
closure under § 61.28 must be filed at 
least 30 days prior to license expira-
tion. 

(b) Applications for renewal of a li-
cense must be filed in accordance with 
§§ 61.10 through 61.16 and § 61.20. Appli-
cations for closure must be filed in ac-
cordance with §§ 61.20 and 61.28. Infor-
mation contained in previous applica-
tions, statements or reports filed with 
the Commission under the license may 
be incorporated by reference if the ref-
erences are clear and specific. 

(c) In any case in which a licensee 
has timely filed an application for re-
newal of a license, the license for con-
tinued receipt and disposal of licensed 
materials does not expire until the 
Commission has taken final action on 
the application for renewal. 

(d) In determining whether a license 
will be renewed, the Commission will 
apply the criteria set forth in § 61.23. 

§ 61.28 Contents of application for clo-
sure. 

(a) Prior to final closure of the dis-
posal site, or as otherwise directed by 
the Commission, the applicant shall 
submit an application to amend the li-
cense for closure. This closure applica-
tion must include a final revision and 
specific details of the disposal site clo-
sure plan included as part of the li-
cense application submitted under 
§ 61.12(g) that includes each of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Any additional geologic, hydro-
logic, or other disposal site data perti-
nent to the long-term containment of 
emplaced radioactive wastes obtained 
during the operational period. 

(2) The results of tests, experiments, 
or any other analyses relating to back-
fill of excavated areas, closure and 
sealing, waste migration and inter-
action with emplacement media, or 
any other tests, experiments, or anal-

ysis pertinent to the long-term con-
tainment of emplaced waste within the 
disposal site. 

(3) Any proposed revision of plans for: 
(i) Decontamination and/or dis-

mantlement of surface facilities; 
(ii) Backfilling of excavated areas; or 
(iii) Stabilization of the disposal site 

for post-closure care. 
(b) An environmental report or a sup-

plement to an environmental report 
prepared in accordance with subpart A 
of part 51 of this chapter must accom-
pany the application. 

(c) Upon review and consideration of 
an application to amend the license for 
closure submitted in accordance with 
paragraph (a) of this section, the Com-
mission shall issue an amendment au-
thorizing closure if there is reasonable 
assurance that the long-term perform-
ance objectives of subpart C of this 
part will be met. 

[47 FR 57463, Dec. 27, 1982, as amended at 49 
FR 9406, Mar. 12, 1984] 

§ 61.29 Post-closure observation and 
maintenance. 

Following completion of closure au-
thorized in § 61.28, the licensee shall ob-
serve, monitor, and carry out nec-
essary maintenance and repairs at the 
disposal site until the license is trans-
ferred by the Commission in accord-
ance with § 61.30. Responsibility for the 
disposal site must be maintained by 
the licensee for 5 years. A shorter or 
longer time period for post-closure ob-
servation and maintenance may be es-
tablished and approved as part of the 
site closure plan, based on site-specific 
conditions. 

§ 61.30 Transfer of license. 

(a) Following closure and the period 
of post-closure observation and mainte-
nance, the licensee may apply for an 
amendment to transfer the license to 
the disposal site owner. The license 
shall be transferred when the Commis-
sion finds: 

(1) That the closure of the disposal 
site has been made in conformance 
with the licensee’s disposal site closure 
plan, as amended and approved as part 
of the license; 

(2) That reasonable assurance has 
been provided by the licensee that the 
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